fJ<M TEm~IClIL r'UDlWffiI\ NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE, NATIONAL HURRICft.NE CENTER SUBSERIES -The National Weather Service National Hurricane Center (NHC) subseries provides an infonnal mediuV' for the documentation and quick dissemination of results not appropriate.
or not yet ready. for fonnal publication.
The series is used to report on work in progress. to describe technical procedures and practices.
or to relate progress to a limited audience and hence will not be widely distributed.
Technical Memoranda originated at the National Hurricane Center prior to the establishment of this series are listed below.
They Weekly mean sea surface temperatures and anomalies are obtained from the NHC objectively analyzed charts which use composited ship data (Jarvinen, 1973 (Hebert, 1971) , (Dvorak, 1975) Figure  37 and months of formation (part c).
As noted by Frank (1973) THE DECISION LADDER CRITERIA.
The For compositing purposes, the perpendicular distance of the depression in degrees of latitude from the ridge or trough axis was plotted along the azimuth of this perpendicular relative to true north. In the case of the jet, the distance was measured directly to the maximum of the jet and plotted relative to it according to a quadrant system. The actual orientation relative to true north of any type of axis for an individual depression can be obtained by subtracting ninety degrees from the azimuth along which the depression is plotted. .,--==~""""" ,I () .
"
.~. Figure 4b. Same as figure 4a for depressions at D-24 hours prior to reaching storm intensity.
-9- -10- Table 3 summarizes the results of the evaluation of the individual criteria shown in Figure I . As indicated earlier, the location of the depression relative to the 200 mb jet maximum was substituted for the vorticity advection criteria. For those depressions which developed into storms the correct answer for an individual criteria to be met is YES, whi Ie for non-developers the correct answer is NO.
An examination of the percentages of correct answers in Table  3 The importance of the vorticity advection (or jetstream) criterion has been shown in Figure 66 and is reflected in the relatively high percentages of correct answers in Table 3 . -17- Figure 9 . Checklist for storm/hurricane weakening/ intensif ica tion.
